



Career Plan

Student Name:                ___________________________________________________________________________
Career Interest Area(s):  _________________________________________________________ 
Paragraph #1

· Clearly state the career you have chosen

· Explain why you chose the career you did

Paragraph #2

· What courses, experience(s), trainings are required or suggested for this particular career while in high school

Paragraph #3
· What are the requirements for this profession?

· High school diploma, certificate, college degree, internship, etc…

· What are your plans to ensure you meet the requirements

· What college would you go to?

Paragraph #4
· What are you doing to prepare for this career?

· Do you work, do you volunteer, take classes, etc..

There is an Example 
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Career Plan

Student Name:                Johnny Rockets                         School:          Renaissance High School
Career Interest Area(s):  Funeral Director 

The career I have chosen to pursue is that of a funeral director.  I chose this profession because I like people, can relate to always being cold, and enjoy watching others nap.  I have always had a passion for picking things up and playing dress up.  When I found out that a funeral director is the person in charge of transporting dead bodies from the place of the deceased to their final resting spot; I knew this was the profession for me.  My excitement was heightened when I learned that I would also be dressing the deceased in their final wardrobe and accessories.   I am comfortable in leadership positions and would enjoy the thrill and pressure that comes with being in the lead car on the way to all burial sites.  

To be an effective funeral director a student should take courses that provide them with strong communication skills and give them a basic understanding of how a business operates.  In addition to the standard core subject areas schools require (math, science, social studies, & science); students should take business electives geared towards Accounting & Business Management during their junior year & Economics during their senior year.  Science electives such as Health should be completed during a students first year, with Psychology & Sociology completed during their final.  Law & Government are also strongly recommended courses and can be taken at any point of a students high school career. 

State requirements for funeral directors vary with all states requiring directors to be licensed.  Most states require a high school diploma, an associate’s degree in funeral service or mortuary science, and a 1-year apprenticeship.  Both colleges and private schools offer programs relating to this profession with the closest college being Cypress College in Cypress, California.  This institute is located just outside Los Angeles and is roughly 4 hours away from Yuma, Arizona.  It is a 2-year college that offers a degree in Mortuary Science. The program requires you to complete 10 courses ranging from Funeral Service Management to Mortuary Law.  A full listing of all course requirements can be found at http://www.cypresscollege.edu/academics/academicPrograms/HealthScience/MortuaryScience. 
To prepare for a post-educational career in funeral directing I am currently working for a flower shop and have joined the speech and debate team at my school.  While I don’t anticipate many arguments taking place with my clients, I feel it is important to be comfortable and confident speaking in front of others.  I also plan to volunteer this summer at a sleep clinic so I can relate more to the people I will one day work closest with.
